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PLANNING or ZONING

ZONING 
CODE

 Development Regulations
 Allowable Uses 
 Processes and Procedures
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 General Plan
 35 Community Plans
 100+ Specific Plans

 General Plan
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PLANNING
DOCUMENTS

This says 
R3-1 … 

now what?

Look the R3-1 
regulations up 

in here
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PLANNING & IMPLEMENTATION

REGULATIONS

ZONING CODE

PLANS
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GENERAL PLAN
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PLANNING VISION & IMPLEMENTATION

ZONING CODEZONING CODEPLANNINGPLANNING

 Single-Family Zones in the Code
 R1, RS, RE, RA Zones
 R1 Variations
 Hillside Area Development 

Standards

 Single-Family Zones in the Code
 R1, RS, RE, RA Zones
 R1 Variations
 Hillside Area Development 

Standards

 Preservation of single-family 
neighborhoods
 Preservation of single-family 

neighborhoods
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COMMUNITY PLAN vs. ZONING MAP
ZONING 

MAP 
(ZIMAS)

COMMUNITY 
PLAN LAND 
USE MAP
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CURRENT ZONING

[Q]C2-1D-CDO
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GOALS FOR NEW CODEGOALS FOR NEW CODE

Why a new Zoning Code?

 Comprehensive set of zones

 Modular and adaptable zoning can meet 
current and future goals

 Singular source for zoning regulations

 Visual and easy to navigate

CURRENT CHALLENGES of EXISTING CODECURRENT CHALLENGES of EXISTING CODE

 35 Zones are far from enough

 Overlays and Specific Plans compensate 

for the lack of zones

 Scattered regulations are inaccessible
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FORM DISTRICTS

 Building development envelopes
• Minimum lot size
• Building placement
• Bulk & Mass
• Area and Height requirements shown 

together

[FORM-FRONTAGE-STANDARDS] [USE-DENSITY]
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[FORM-FRONTAGE-STANDARDS] [USE-DENSITY]

FRONTAGES

 Street frontage requirements:
• Window placement
• Story Height
• Pedestrian Access
• Building Elements (canopies, 

stoops)
Many overlay requirements are 

now reflected in the Frontages
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DEVELOPMENT STANDARD SETS
[FORM-FRONTAGE-STANDARDS] [USE-DENSITY]

Development standards that are tailored to 
different urban environs, such as:

 Parking Ratios
 Landscaping Buffers
 Grading Limits
 Lighting
 On-Site Signs
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[FORM-FRONTAGE-STANDARDS] [USE-DENSITY]

USE DISTRICTS

All uses can be viewed in a chart
with permission levels for every use:

P Permitted
L Limited
C Conditional

Not Permitted
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[FORM-FRONTAGE-STANDARDS] [USE-DENSITY]

DENSITY

Density at-a-glance for all zones
# of units based on lot size
Density of 8 = 1 unit/800 sf of lot 

area
(12,000 sf lot could house 15 units)
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ROLL-OUT
Project Milestones

 New R1 Variation Zones (single family zones)

 New processes and procedures

 Zoning options and operational provisions for the 
Downtown Community Plans

 Zoning options for Boyle Heights Community Plan

 Zoning options for the Orange & Purple Line TNPs, 
Venice Local Coastal Program, and Southwest 
Valley Community Plans

 Zoning options for the Southeast Valley, South 
Westside, and Harbor Community Plans

 And so on …
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R1 Variation Zones

Variable-Mass Front-Mass Rear-Mass

• R1V1
• R1V2
• R1V3
• R1V4

• R1F1
• R1F2
• R1F3
• R1F4

• R1R1
• R1R2
• R1R3
• R1R4

• R1H1
• R1H2
• R1H3
• R1H4

R1V R1F R1R

Hillside

R1H

Largest

Smallest
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PROCESSES & PROCEDURES ORDINANCE
Division 13.1. Authorities

Division 13.2. General Procedural Elements

Division 13.3. Legislative Action

Division 13.4. Quasi-judicial Action

Division 13.5. Clearance

Division 13.6. Specific Plan Implementation

Division 13.7. Relief

Division 13.8. Compliance

Division 13.9. Misc./General Administration

Division 13.10.Subdivision Review

Division 13.11.Historic Preservation

Division 13.12.Coastal Development

Division 13.13.Department of Building + Safety

Division 13.14.CEQA Provisions

Division 13.15.Administrative Definitions
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TWO CODES

CHAPTER 1 CHAPTER 1A



Department of City Planning
Code Studies Division

THINKING AHEAD
How big should buildings be in your neighborhood? FORM

Single-family, High-rises, Mid-rises

How should buildings appear from the street/sidewalk? FRONTAGES
Shop fronts, stoops, many windows, detached garages

 Is the area auto-oriented or more walkable? DEVELOPMENT STDS
current parking requirements, modified landscaping, pedestrian or auto scale signage

What uses should be allowed, and how? USE DISTRICTS
Auto repair, Alcohol uses (by-right, CUP, banned), large retailers

How many homes can an area accommodate? DENSITY
Number of units in a building
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Thank You

thank you

visit recode.la

/recodela

@recodela


